Meetings Attended by Cr. Peter R. Smith OAM

Since Council Meeting 13th June 2006

15th June
Murray Watch AGM at Murray Bridge.



A suggestion has been put forward to rotate meeting venues between Councils.

20th June
Lower Murray Working Group meeting at Tailem Bend.

Our Guest Speaker was Luke Mosley PhD Senior Environmental Advisor Murraylands Office of the EPA.



We are still finalizing the LMWG portfolio system.

21st June
I attended the, “CSIRO Land & Water: Water Policy Seminar – Prof Mike Young”



It was very positive as Mike topics were: - 

Sourcing & managing environmental water*Accounting as if there was only one water source*Alternative governance arrangements*The MDBC Cap & climate change*Facilitating Structural Adjustment*How fast & cheap can a water trade be made. Prof Young will be addressing an MDA Region 6 meeting later this year and an open invitation will be extended to Region 6 council members. 

A copy of the presentation is available contact Rose sloper.

23rd June
Murray Darling Association Annual General Meeting at Murray Bridge.

I was re-elected as the Region 6 Secretary. Much discussion centred on our National Conference to be held in Victoria in September and the need for motions for that conference to be compiled as soon as possible. 

26th June
I attended as an observer the Development Assessment Panel meeting at Cambrai. 

I was disappointed to see that some members of the panel drove themselves to the meeting which I am sure is against council policy. 

28th June
I met with a Mannum Progress/Promotions member to discuss some arrangements especially the setting up of Mary Anne Reserve for the commemorations of the 1956 flood.

28th June
I with other members of the executive of the Mallee Financial Information Service met with Mister Rory McEwen at Parliament House to discuss an outstanding account of AusGrow’ s due to PIRSA.

30th June
Cr Smith-Rowe and I attended a Local Government Association Residential Seminar    

     
at Victor Harbor. The conference was opened by Mayor John Rich (State LGA President).

The State of State/Local Government relations speaker - Minister for State/Local Government Relations Hon Jennifer Rankine MP.

The Minister made the pointed that we must get our house in order to avoid future State Government interference (my word not hers) and to be successful when seeking grant funding. It is obvious the State Government what’s it both ways – there’s and there’s. 
The National Local Government Agenda was the guest speaker Cr Paul Bell ALGA President. 

We must seek proper consultation re cost shifting. Council’s across Australia must set up correct asset management structures. The ALGA will continue to seek 1% of National Tax Revenue, which would increase Federal Government funding by a minimum of $600M. The ALGA will increase to push on our behalf the right of Local Government to be recognised in the National Constitution and to this end the ALGA will be producing a package to be presented to all Federal Members of both houses of Parliament. 

Work Choices – What Does it Mean for Local Government speaker Geoff Hill.

Councils must firstly be sure of what they are recognised as and the LGA believes that it should be as corporations, which will increase our bargaining ability.

SA Police – Anti-Corruption Branch Briefing guest speakers John DeCandia Detective Inspector/Operations Inspector and Mick Symonds Chief Superintendent and Officer in Charge of the Anti-Corruption Branch.

                                                                    2.
It costs $1000 to retrieve $100 fraudulently lost. Councils must not be complacent as fraud is costing councils thousands of dollars per year. Each council should have two or preferably three officers who are those to whom fraud must be reported. It maybe is preferable to have John DeCandia address the new council early in the New Year 2007.
Governance Standards – State of Play speaker Mark Booth Director of Business resource management Pty Ltd.

The LGA is working on a standards document to apply across the State.
A Round Up of Council Members Issues guest speaker Michael Kelledy recently of Norman Waterhouse Lawyers and as 1st July 2007 a partner of the Local Government Group at Wallmans Lawyers.

A legal up-date pointed out, “The multipliers of ‘4’ for the principal member of the Council and ‘1.25’ for the deputy member or presiding member of a standing committee are not tied to the actual allowances paid to elected members and may be set without regard to the allowances set for them. 

Michael’s presentation was mainly a question and answer session, which was extremely beneficial to those who attended.
Wendy Campana LGA Executive Officer gave a wrap of the day’s proceedings.

Dinner Guest Speaker Hon Iain Evans MP Leader of the Opposition.

An overly emphasised political address basically beginning with self gratification, attempting political point scoring, but he failed, and a question time at which most/all answers were political answered so therefore un-answered. Re DAP Bill, they had no choice to support the Government but reasons were not fourth coming. 
Waste Management – Current State of Play speaker Michael Barry LGA Director of Legislation, Infrastructure and Environment.

An overview of where we are and the huge amount of work facing Local Government.
Financial Sustainability Update – Update speaker Chris Russel, LGA Director of Policy and Public Affairs.
It was pointed out (stressed) we must only maintain assets that should be maintained.
Legislative Update – including an update on progress with Stormwater Legislation and Development Bills speakers Wendy Campana, LGA executive Director and Michael Barry, LGA Director of Legislation, Infrastructure and Environment. 
If any one point was the main one for discussion during the two days it was the Development Assessment Panels being so regulated by the State Government.

The LGA stressed that as we (Council’s) had not listened to the State Government’s advice when they sought for us to change the make up of our Panels  (nearly all councils across the State did not heed that advice/request) if we do not follow the new incoming regulations and comply with the alterations coming into effect early in 2007 we may be forced to disband council DAP’s and move to regional DAP’s. 

Whilst Council’s have many issues with Government’s alterations to the DAP Act the main topics of concern seem to be: - 
Added cost to council’s therefore ratepayers and getting the correct community representatives.

There was not one council representative who believed this would speed up the processing of application or lessen legal intervention.
The added costs to applications, it was felt, would just alienate the applicants as they would see this as an attempt to raise revenue by councils. 

3.

It was pointed out that council’s should gather information/statistics covering 2005 & 2006 for comparison with what transpires in 2007 so as to be able to argue that the new provisions in the Act were totally unwarranted or had no effect.                                                               
Many councillors indicated that their councils would increase the delegated authority for staff including the CEO and only hold panel meetings when necessary.
The following statistics are those it was suggested should be should gathered for comparison: -

Number of Development Applications received.

Number of Development Applications approved under delegated authority.

Number of Development Applications refused under delegated authority.

How many applications refused appealed the refusal successfully to council?

How many applications refused were settled by consultation?

How many applications refused appealed to the ERD Court?

How many applications applied to a higher court to have the decision over ruled?

How many refused applications had that decision over ridden by the courts? 

Number of Land Division Applications received.

Number of Land Division Applications approved under delegated authority. 

Number of Land Division Applications refused under Delegated Authority. 

How many applications refused appealed the refusal successfully to council?

How many applications refused were settled by consultation?

How many applications refused appealed to the ERD Court?

How many applications applied to a higher court to have the decision over ruled?

How many refused applications had that decision over ridden by the courts. 

How many staff recommendations were over ridden by the panel prior to the legislation changes?

How many staff recommendations were over ridden by the panel under the new legislation? 

Has the new legislation added extra costs to the running of the council’s DAP’s.

3rd July
Met with CEO to discuss the residential seminar and Mannum Homes for the Aged Inc.


I wish to go into Committee to discuss a sensitive matter re MMH for the Aged Inc 

4th July
With MFIS Board members Kevin Burdett and Ian Mead I attended a meeting in Adelaide.


I wish to go into Committee to discuss this item.
4th July
With Environmental manager K. Goldstone and Works Supervisor A. Strauss I inspected a site at Bolto Reserve Shacks.
6th July
Mid Murray Homes for the Aged Inc Board meeting in Mannum. 
7th July
I attended a Social Vision meeting in Mannum with guest speaker Pt Augusta CEO John Stevens.  

5.

7th July
I attended the official joint launch of: - 
School & Beyond Inc. (Local Community Partnership) 

Employment Options (Youth Pathways – Adelaide Hills) 

                                  and the

 Regional Industry Career Advisor (Adelaide & Mt Lofty Ranges) 

Special Guest Speakers

The Hon Alexander Downer MP

(Federal Member for Mayo & Minister for Foreign Affairs)

Patrick Secker MP 

(Federal Member for Barker)

