Meetings attended by Cr. Peter R. Smith OAM

Since Council Meeting 11th September 2006

12th Sept
Mid Murray Homes for the Aged Inc Annual General Meeting Inc. in                    Mannum.

14th & 15th
Local Government Association Managers Residential Forum in Adelaide.

Michael Kelledy, Wallmans Lawyers; Governance.

Opening by Hon Jennifer Rankine MP

It’s always us who are wrong:

She pointed out their were not enough females as either Elected Members or in Senior positions within councils and of course she blamed us Local Government.

Wendy Campana, EO LGA: What are the Challenges on the Horizon?

Chief Superintendent Mick Symons & Detective Inspected John DeCandia

“Why did I get out of bed this morning?”

Topics related directly at Elected Members and CEO’s and at those standing at the next Local Government elections.

Participants in the Emerging Leaders Program: Local Government today and tomorrow.

Peter Vaughan, Chief Executive, Business SA: Business SA’s Blueprint for South Australia.

Whilst this session did certainly include many good points and wakeups for Local Government seemingly al of SA’s woes are the Federal, State and LG’s fault.

Whilst the State Government was not financially in a bad way and has a AAA rating they should be borrowing to update infrastructure for the target of 500,000 more people in SA by 2050 the State Governments aim. Business SA believes we should reach that target by 2020. He also pointed out to us (LG) that not enough of us was were prepared to stand up and be counted. The amalgamation of some councils, there should only be three councils covering the Adelaide North, South and central and maybe some rural councils should consider merging!

Representatives from LGA Mutual Liability Scheme and Wallmans Lawyers: “Trials and tribulations of Council Liability” a lighthearted courtroom experience.

15th 
Councillors Smith-Rowe, Taylor, our CEO and myself attended Joan Kriesler’s fundraiser at the Mannum Hospital.

16th
I accompanied Cr. Smith-Rowe to attend the opening of the new SA Ambulance Station at Wallaroo by the Minister of Health John Hill MP. This is a unique Ambulance Station, as it will be manned by both permanent and volunteer staff.

20th
Cr Smith-Rowe travelled to Barham (N.S.W.) to attend the Murray Darling association Conference and Annual General Meeting. 


Reception at the Barham Services Club hosted by the Mayor of the Shire, Wakool Shire Cr. Ken Trewin

21st     -     1st Day - Conference Day

Indigenous Welcome to Country by a member of the Local Aboriginal Land Council.

Welcome to Barham by Wakool Shire Mayor Cr. Ken Trewin.

In his welcome Cr. Trewin emphasised the problems with the on-going drought and the management of the River Murray and the Murray Darling Basin.

“This crisis will show how much we need to change the way the Murray Darling catchment is managed. We are experiencing the sixth year of what is looking more and more like a one in a hundred year drought. At the same time right outside this venue here on the banks of the River Murray water is flowing past as if there was no drought. A large part of the water in the storages in the upper reaches is now flowing to the coast under the Tri-State Agreement, to be lost in large as part as evaporation and artificial environmental flows. 

This water is saved water it is not natural flow. Right now, under natural conditions the river below Albury would be nearly dry and would remain that way right to the coast one thousand kilometres downstream.

This saved water is being squandered to maintain completely artificial environmental conditions through out all of the lower reaches of the river. The amount of water required to create this artificial environment is enough to irrigate anywhere up to 250,000 hectares. This pasture may well be desperately needed by the end of summer”.

Once again civic leaders and others critical of any water flowing past their down stream gate.

We’ve heard it all before we are lucky the Australian Constitution protects SA by a clause basically stating that NSW & Vic must supply SA with enough water for stock and domestic use.

We all agree there must be management changes but not at the expense of SA and the continued fight to keep the Murray Mouth open.

Official Opening by the Hon Susan Ley MP – Member for Farrer.

“The National Water Initiative and Water Smart Australia – Ken Matthews – Chairman and CEO, National Water Initiative.

Effect of Climate Change On Water Resources In The Murray Darling Basin – Dr Wendy Craik – CE, Murray-Darling Basin Commission.

Unbundling Water And Its Effects On The Municipal Rate Base – Murray Treseder – Land Valuer, Swan Hill.

Reshaping Irrigation Farming Communities – Dr Neil Barr – Social Researcher, Department of Primary Industries.

Student Presentation – The Gunbower Forrest – A Youth Perspective.

The Living Murray – Gunbower Forrest Flooding Enhancements.

Aquatic Weeds – What’s Taking Over Our Waterways? –Roger Baker – Goulburn-Murray Water.

Local government and Natural Resource Management – Dr. Su Wild River – Principal Researcher, Land and Water Australia.

The Darling River – What Is Being Done? – Myles Treseder – Chairman CAC, Murray-Darling Basin Ministerial Council.

The day was ably summed up by Bill Paterson the ex CEO of the Coorong Council.

Dinner Guest Speaker – Snowy Hydro Operations and the Future – David Harris – EO, Water, Snowy Hydro Limited. 

22nd     -     2nd Day – Annual General Meeting.

Working In Partnership With Local Government On Re-Use Projects – Mark Griscti – United Utilities, Regional Business Development Manager.

MDA Report Card – Brian Grogan National President, MDA.

    Financially we are not in a good position.

Announcement of Elections – the new National President is Cr Bill Gorman of Malwala.

New South Australia Vice-President – Cr. Peter R. Smith OAM of Mid Murray Council.

As soon as available I will make available the Motions passed at the AGM and a I have a CD of all presentations if any one wants a copy see me.

Invitation to 2007 Annual General Meeting by Cr. Wally Mitchell – Bourke Shire Council.

After Conference Bus Tour – Bonum Sawmill & Glen Gray Red Gum Furniture.

Informal BBQ Dinner At Barham Flywheelers Club.

23rd     -     Bus Tour (in cars) of a Red Gum Sawmill and Red Gum Furniture Factory, the 

                 Gunbower Forrest, Pyramidal Hill, an Ibis Rookery and some irrigation and drainage

                 systems. 

24th
     Returned to Mannum.

26th
     Lower Murray Working Group Meeting at Tailem Bend – Guest Speaker – Jeff Parish – 


     Central Irrigation Trust – I am trying to procure a copy of Jeff’s presentation.


        Section 30/Waste etc meeting at Cambrai.

27th
     Supported Residential Facilities meeting in Adelaide.

4th Oct     First Board Meeting of New Board of Mid Murray Homes for the Aged Inc in Mannum.

6th 
    M&M LGA Meeting at Berri.

